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MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Colorado Potato Cultivar Management and Physiology Program is to develop
cultural management guidelines for the successful production of newly released and existing
potato cultivars, as well as advanced potato selections that have the potential of being released,
through field and laboratory research.

INTRODUCTION

Each potato cultivar has its own unique set of cultural management requirements for
maximizing tuber yield of premium size and grade tubers. Therefore, cultural management
practices that maximize tuber production and quality of each potato cultivar must be developed.

The best guidelines for fertility practices, irrigation management, plant population
management, vine kill management, and other management practices are obtained from field
experiments conducted in replicated trials. New cultivars are much more successful when
release is accompanied by cultivar specific management guidelines. Information reported in this
book reveals management practices that are agronomically sound, economically advantageous,
and environmentally responsible, while optimizing potato tuber yield and quality.

When management guidelines are tailored for individual cultivars it leads to the
successful, sustainable, and economic production of the cultivar, which results in the
optimization of its genetic potential, while minimizing economic inputs and environmental
degradation.

In 2012, potato cultivars were evaluated under Colorado production conditions for their
response to nitrogen fertilizer application management, potassium fertilizer application
management, soil amendments, and preceding green manure and/or cover crops.
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